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1. PHILOSOPHY

The M.A. Programme in Art History in the Department of Fine and Applied Arts recognises the relevance of historiography to the development of art and the advancement of its study and discourse. The programme is, thus, planned to prepare professional art historians who can assume leadership positionsin cultural, educational and other institutions in the society. The programme is designed to equip the students with the ability for knowledge and cultural production in a way that enables them to contribute to the economic, socio-political, technological and cultural advancement of their community.

2. OBJECTIVES

The programme aims to produce world class art historians who can assail the enduring challenges of historiography and art scholarship in Nigeria and Africa. The programme  seeks to encourage students to engage and address issues in art and it has been subject to the forces of human society and experience.
3. SCOPE

The courses emphasize the pedagogic, explorative and humanistic approaches to learning. They cover contemporary and major issues in art history and criticism and encourage the student to seek new insights in the study, interrogation, and dissemination of art and its paradigmatic shifts over time and epochs as concrete expressions of the human spirit. 

4. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A minimum of second class lower honours B.A or B.F.A degree of the University of Nigeria or other recognized universities. Other degrees in non-Art but related areas like Architecture and Archaeology may be accepted but these will require remedial courses to make up for deficiencies.
5. MODE OF STUDY

By coursework and dissertation where research predominates over course and constitutes not less than two-thirds (⅔) of the total course unit.
6. DURATION OF PROGRAMME

Full-Time:
12 Calendar months minimum; 3 Calendar years maximum

Part-Time:
18 Calendar months minimum; 5 Calendar years maximum

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Apart from the potential for self-employment, students who successfully complete the programme may be employed in the following establishments, among others:

1. National Commission for Museums and Monuments.

2. National Gallery of Art.

3. National Arts Council.

4. Universities, Polytechnics, Colleges of Education, Art Academics, Secondary Schools  and Primary Schools.

5. Federal/State Ministries.

6. Local Government Authorities.

7. Foreign Embassies.

8. Television Houses.
9. Auction houses

10. Urban planning authorities.
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

Students may choose to specialise in the following areas:

Traditional African Art

Modern African Art

Asian/Oriental Art

Western Art

African-American Art 
STRESS AREAS
Seminar/Core Courses
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Traditional Africa







1

Modern Africa








2

Europe and America







3

Pre-Columbia, Near and Far East





4

Dissertation/Thesis
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LIST OF COURSES

FAH
500
Seminar (Theory) 






4
PGC 
601
ICT and Research Methodology 
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In addition to the FAH 500 (seminar) and PGC 601 (ICT and Research Methodology), candidates must choose four courses from any or a combination of the following stress areas:                  
Traditional Africa:

FAH
510
African Art and Islam






  2

FAH
511
African Art: Typology, Function and Aesthetics

  
  3
FAH
512
African Art: Studies in Iconography




  3
FAH
513
Masking Traditions in Africa




  
  2

FAH
514
Nigerian Traditional Art





  2

Modern Africa:








Unit

FAH
520
Contemporary African Art





  2

FAH
521
Modern Nigerian Art of the Colonial Period



  2

FAH
522
Modern Nigerian Art of the Post Colonial Period


  2

FAH
523
Theories in Modern African Art




  2

FAH
524
Special Readings in Modern Art of Africa


and the African Diaspora.                                     


 2

Europe and America

FAH
530
Western Art from the 17th to 19th Centuries



2

FAH
531
20th Century Western Art

Pre-Columbia, Near and Far East:






Unit
FAH 540
Art of Oceania, Pre-Columbia and North/Central America

  2

FAH
541
Art of Asia-Minor






  2

FAH
542
Oriental Art Traditions





  2

FAH
543
Japanese Art






  
  2

FAH
544
Chinese Art







  2
Dissertation and Thesis

FAH
590
M.A. Dissertation






18Units
COURSE DESCRIPTION

FAH  500:
Seminar (Art and Society) 



2  Units

Each student is expected to present a minimum of one seminar per semester. Seminars are to address a wide range of issues emanating from the student’s research and relating to issues in art practice in his/her environment and elsewhere.  

FAH 524:
Special Readings in Modern African Art

2  units
Course will focus on (a) impact of change through colonialism and urbanization, style, form, functions, materials and techniques, visual expressions and institutional patronage; (b) the impact of formal systems of education.

FAH 554:
Research Methods in Art History I

2  unit

Different tools of art historical research are evaluated in terms of their limitations and effectiveness. Source  materials will be taken from the writings of eminent Africanists.

FAH  555:
 Special Readings in World Art History

2 unit
Course emphasis is on the application of analytic skills in the evaluation and interpretation of research materials in World Art History. Special readings will be based on research reports and essays so as to expose the student to a wide range of interpretative approaches and strategies in art historical studies.

TRADITIONAL   AFRICA

FAH  510:
African Art and Islam




2 Units
The spread and influence of  Islam on Traditional African Art Forms.

FAH  533:
Black American Art of the 17th to 19th Century

2 unit

Chronological study of Black American Art from the era of the Craftsman of the pre-civil war to developments of the 19th Century.

FAH 534:
Black American Art of the 20th Century 


2 units
Study of selected artists and problems, social, artistic and political, within the American socio-political system: some emphasis on the Harlem Renaissance of the 20th Century.

PRE-COLUMBIA, NEAR AND FAR EAST:

FAH 540:
Art of Oceania, Pre-Columbian and North/ Central America.        2  units
Course examines selected aspects of the arts of Oceania, pre-Columbian and North/Central American in order to understand their forms, styles and content.

FAH 541:
The Art of Asia Minor



2 units
Selected art traditions are used as a focus of study in evaluating the range of quality of the arts of India, Japan, China, etc. The relevance of cosmology to the understanding of artistic imagery is relevant to the course.

FAH 542:
Oriental Art Traditions  



2 units
Selected art traditions of the Oriental Civilization, their range and types; style and techniques. The formal categories will be studied in the context of their prevailing iconography as well as aesthetic system.

FAH  543:
Japanese Art





2 units
A study of history, style and meaning with emphasis on painting and graphics.

FAH 544:
Chinese Art 4 units
This course involves the study of paradigms, style and meaning in selected epochs in the history of Chinese art.

FAH  590:
M.A. Dissertation




18 units
Course emphasis is on independent research based on a chosen topic which the student subjects to field investigation. Field data are finally analyzed and embodied in a dissertation presented in line with the approved format of the School of Postgraduate Studies.

